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E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: ENRG, ETRD, SF, AO 

SUB J : OIL DISCOVERY IN NORTHERN ANGOLA 

1. A SOUTH AFRICAN BUSINESSMAN, WHO USED TO WORK IN ANGOLA AND 
WHO VISITED ANGOLA IN EARLY AUGUST, INFORMED EMBASSY THAT DURING 
LATE MAY OR EARLY JUNE, TEXACO MADE WHAT IT CONSIDERS AN IMPORTANT 
OIL STRIKE OFFSHORE OF NORTHERN ANGOLA IN CIVINITY OF SAN ANTONIO 
DO ZAIRE (6:07S - 12:18E). TEXACO'S OFFSHORE OIL DRILLING RIG, 

SEDCO 135, DRILLED THREE WELLS IN THIS AREA AND ALL THREE STRUCK 
GIANT DEPOSITS OF OIL OF ABOUT 500 FEET IN DEPTH. SOUTH AFRICAN 
BUSINESSMAN LEARNED ABOUT THIS STRIKE FROM OLD FRIEND OF HIS WHO 
WORKS FOR TEXACO AND PARTICIPATED IN DRILLING OPERATIONS. FRIEND 
COMMENTED THAT A DEPOSIT OF 80 FEET OF OIL IS CONSIDERED LARGE 
STRIKE AND THAT ALL INITIAL INDICATIONS ARE THAT THIS STRIKE WILL 
RIVAL CABINDA STRIKE. 

2. THE LATTER ALSO STATED THAT ALTHOUGH TEXACO IS COMMITTED BY 
CONTRACT WITH ANGOLAN GOVERNMENT TO DRILL ONE MORE WELL, TEXACO 
MANAGEMENT HAS DECIDED TO INVOKE "FORCE MAJEURE" CLAUSE OF THEIR 
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CLOSE DOWN OPERATIONS AS SOON AS CURRENT DRILLING IS COMPLETED. 

SEDCO 135 OIL DRILLING RIG AND ALL MATERIAL AND SUPPLIES WILL BE 
MOVED TO GABON. TEXACO HOPES TO BE ABLE TO COMPLETE THEIR 
DRILLING CONTRACT SOMETIME IN 1976. 
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